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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Claims 

1 . In the amendment filed on August 08, 2008, claims 9-10 are newly added and no claim 
has been cancelled. Therefore, claims 1-10 are pending in the application. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1, 5 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: improper use of 
period instead of comma at end of the sentence (Claim 1 line 4, Claim 6 line 7, and Claim 7 line 
8). Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: lack of the period at end of 
the sentence. 

4. Claims 2-5 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: improper use of 
term "An" instead of --the--. Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claims 6 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: typographical 

error. " a fire detector having means for emitting, upon a fire situation being 

detected, recognizing said characteristics a sound bomb;". For the purpose of art rejection 

below the claim has been interpreted as ~ a fire detector having means for emitting an audible 

or visible alarm signai rr.ll upon a fire situation being detected, recognizing said 

characteristics and activating a soimd bomb;--. Appropriate correction is required. 
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6. Claims 6 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: typographical 
error. The term "Helmhotz" has been interpreted as --Hehnholtz--. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



Drawings 

7. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, all claimed subject matters need to be 
shown in drawing(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the apphcation. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

9. Claims 1, 3, 6, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Griebell et al. (US Patent # 5,012,223). 

Consider claim 1, Griebell et al. clearly shown and disclose an alarm device for use with 
a fire detector or fire detection system (smoke detector) which emits an audible or visual alarm 
signal on detecting a fire condition (Column 1 lines 44-48), the device including discriminating 
means (sound receiving device) (26, Fig. 3) for recognizing the audible or visual alarm signal 
and for activating a sound bomb (amplifier) (28, Fig. 3) upon recognition of the audible or visual 
alarm signal (Column 3 lines 29-3 1), wherein the alarm device is configured to be installed and 
to operate independently of the fire detector or the fire detection system (Column 3 lines 29-5 1). 

Consider claim 2, Griebell et al. clearly shown and disclose the alarm device which 
includes means which enable it to learn characteristics of the audible or visual signal (Column 4 
lines 57-68 and Column 5 lines 1-12). 

Consider claim 3, Griebell et al. clearly shown and disclose the alarm device which 
includes a light emitting means (Column 1 lines 44-48). 

Consider claim 6, Griebell et al. clearly shown and disclose a fire detection system 
(smoke detector) which comprises; a fire detector (smoke detector) (22, Fig. 3) having means for 
emitting an audible or visible alarm (audio output transmitting device) (24, Fig. 3) upon a fire 
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situation being detected, an audible or visible signal having recognizable characteristics (Column 
3 lines 13-18); and an alarm device including discriminating means for recognizing said 
characteristics and activating a sound bomb (output signal) (38, Fig. 3); and means for activating 
the sound bomb (output signal) (38, Fig. 3) upon said discriminating means detecting the audible 
or visible signal (sound input) with said recognizable characteristics, wherein the alarm device is 
configured to be installed and to operate independently of the fire detector or the fire detection 
system (Colunm 3 lines 29-51). 

Consider claim 7, Griebell et al. clearly shown and disclose a fire detection system which 
comprises: a fire detector (smoke detector) (22, Fig. 3) having means for emitting audible or 
visible signal upon a fire situation being detected, an audible or visible signal having 
recognizable characteristics; a first alarm device (22, Fig. 3) including discriminating means 
recognizing (presence of smoke) said characteristics and emitting its own signal (audible analog 
signal) having recognizable characteristics (sound output signal) (Column 3 lines 13-18); and a 
second alarm device (receiving device) (26, Fig. 3), the second alarm device having 
discriminating means for recognizing the characteristics of the signal (sound output signal) of the 
first alarm device (smoke detector) (22, Fig.3) whereby the second alarm device (multi-burst 
detector) (36, Fig. 3) is activated by the signal of the first alarm device (smoke detector) (22, fig. 
3), wherein each of the first alarm device (smoke detector) (22, Fig. 3) and the second alarm 
device (multi-burst detector) is configured to be installed and to operate independently of the fire 
detector (Column 3 lines 29-51). 

Consider claim 8, Griebell et al. clearly shown and disclose the alarm device which 
includes comprises a light emitting means (Coliimn 3 lines 7-11). 
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Consider claim 9, Griebell et al. clearly shown and disclose an alarm device for use with 
a fire detector or fire detection system which emits an audible or visual alarm signal on detecting 
a fire condition, the alarm device comprising: a housing (12, Fig. 2) configured to be installed 
independently of the fire detector or the fire detection system (smoke detector) (22, Fig. 3); a 
sound bomb (output signal) (38, Fig. 3) located in the housing (12, fig. 2), a microphone (sound 
receiving device) (26, Fig. 3); and discriminator circuitry (28-37, Fig. 3) coupled with the 
microphone (sound receiving device) (26, Fig. 3) and the sound bomb (output signal) (38, Fig. 
3), wherein the discriminator circuitry (28-37, Fig. 3) is configured to recognize the audible or 
visual alarm signal and to activate the sound bomb (Column 3 lines 29-51). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 ol' this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Griebell et al. (US 
Patent # 5,012,223) as applied to claim 3 above, and fiirther in view of Wang (US Patent # 
6,011,465). 

Consider claim 4, Griebell et al. teaches similar invention, except the alarm device, 
wherein the light emitting means is a strobe light. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/596,7 1 9 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2612 

In the same field of endeavor, Wang teaches the alarm device, wherein the light emitting 
means is a strobe light (Colunm 3 lines 27-46) for the benefit of providing more effective 
warning light. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at time the 

invention was made to include the alarm device, wherein the light emitting means is a strobe 
light as shown in Wang, in Griebell et al. for the benefit of providing more effective warning 
light. 

12. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Griebell et al. (US 
Patent # 5,012,223) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Routman et al. (US Patent 
# 5,349,338). 

Consider claim 5, Griebell et al. teaches similar invention, except the alarm device, 

further comprising a recording and playback means on which a message can be recorded and 
means for actuating the recording and playback means upon the sound bomb being activated so 
that the message is played. 

In the same field of endeavor, Routman et al. teaches the device fiirther comprising a 
recording and playback means on which a message can be recorded and means for actuating the 
recording and playback means upon the sound bomb being activated so that the message is 
played (Column 3 lines 18-23) for the benefit of providing the prerecord instruction during the 
case of emergency. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at time the 
invention was made to include the device fiirther comprising a recording and playback means on 
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which a message can be recorded and means for actuating the recording and playback means 
upon the sound bomb being activated so that the message is played as shown in Routeman et al., 
in Griebell et al. device for the benefit of providing the prerecord instruction during the case of 
emergency. 

13. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Griebell et al. 
(US Patent # 5,012,223) as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of Yang et al. (US 
Patent # 4,602,245). 

Consider claim 10, Griebell et al. teaches similar invention, except the alarm device, 
wherein the sound bomb comprises one or more piezo-electric diaphragms mounted in a 
Helmholtz resonator chamber. 

In the same field of endeavor, Yang et al. teaches the device wherein the sound bomb 
comprises one or more piezo-electric diaphragms mounted in a Helmholtz resonator chamber 
(Column 1 lines 23-30) for the benefit of generating acoustic signal generator. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at time the 
invention was made to include the sound bomb comprises one or more piezo-electric diaphragms 
mounted in a Helmhohz resonator chamber as shown in yang et al., in Griebell et al. device for 
the benefit of generating acoustic signal generator. 
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Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 8/8/2008, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1-8 under 35 USC § 102 and 103 have been fully considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 5 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JACK WANG whose telephone number is (571)272-1938. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00AM - 5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/JKW/ 



/Daniel Wu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



